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PREFACE 
 
The Free and Open Source Software for Geospatial Conference - FOSS4G - is an annual conference hosted by OSGeo (Open Source 
Geospatial Foundation: https://www.osgeo.org/) focused on building awareness, cooperation, and development of open source 
geospatial software. Starting in 2006, FOSS4G conferences have been held globally with the last event in Boston attracting over 1100 
attendees.  
2018 is a very special year for FOSS4G because, after 10 years, the event is back again to Africa. This year the conference is 
incorporating other global communities such as the annual summit of the HOT (Humanitarian OpenStreetMap Team: 
https://www.hotosm.org/) and Understanding Risk Africa (https://understandrisk.org/). By bringing together these communities a great 
synergy that has attracted the best and brightest developers, users and educators in the field of geospatial open science, open source, 
open data and open education will occur!.  
As befits a diverse conference like FOSS4G, we have a strong Academic Track. It has been organized thanks to ISPRS (International 
Society of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing: http://www.isprs.org ) and OSGeo. In FOSS4G, the Academic Track is about 
cogeneration and convergence of knowledge and theoretical development by researchers, innovations and breakthroughs by inventors, 
and developers who are providing solutions to the needs of users, practitioners, and companies.  
The Academic Track is to helping to develop the frontier of research and innovation in the realm of open geospatial research. Because 
life is interdisciplinary, the Academic Track is multidisciplinary and global in composition with the commonality being in the use of 
open data and open source software.  
Holding a FOSS4G in Dar es Salaam will leave a geospatial legacy for Tanzania and the wider African community. This will serve to 
aid the global OSGeo community in the years to come as well as developing the African geospatial community. Open source software, 
sharing platforms and open data are most influential factors is bridging the digital divide.  
The opportunity of open data, open source software, and new innovative algorithms offer an unprecedented opportunity for us all to 
work together to not leave anyone behind. In developing their own solutions to contextual problems as well as adapt the existing 
algorithms, methodologies, and source code to the needs of emerging economies.  
Open source software, algorithms and data are shifting the responsibility of closing the digital divide from government and large formal 
institutions to individuals and companies. FOSS4G is a unique occasion for bringing the awareness to African researchers and potential 
innovators of the possibilities; explain to the western colleagues the issues and directions where their researches and inventions are 
needed; and facilitate face to face meetings among individuals.  
Dar es Salaam, the host city of FOSS4G, is one of the fastest growing cities in the world with the consequent problems of informal 
growth, social, and humanitarian challenges.  The fast rate of economic growth can give a positive vibe - not only to the city but to the 
country and continent at large. 
Therefore, while we acknowledge that FOSS4G is one of the shining lights in the constellation of stars that we find ourselves looking 
at, much has to be done to first attract the youth and let them know of the possibilities. The President of the World Bank mentioning, 
when visiting Dar es Salaam in 2017, that “it is fundamental to attract mentors from the Global North and South, to create start-ups 
based on open data and shared algorithms in the African business environment, and to compel large local companies to digitize their 
business processes and to use this digital possibilities  to expand their global reach”. 
The composition of sponsors, papers and participants does not show very much progress on this front, except a few from South Africa. 
Africa as a whole is poorly represented – we need to change this and ensure that we are leaving no-one behind. It is not only in economic 
terms where FOSS4G can have an impact, many papers presented have humanitarian orientation, and Africa, because of its 
Infrastructure challenges, can use technologies based on open source inventions and software to optimize process such as building 
resilience communities and serve lives.  
Already good results have demonstrated how Africa can innovate, such as mobile money, progress in citizen mapping platforms for 
resilience, and numerous other innovations. A FOSS4G in Dar es Salaam will also motivate our governments to open their policies 
towards open data and increase internet penetration through their policies. We believe they are represented here. Therefore, FOSS4G 
can be an important shining light at the door that requires to attract more African young people in future events and forge partnership 
while we are here. 
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On extra curricular aspects, conducting such event in Dar es Salaam will expose more to beautiful and peaceful country of Tanzania 
and its attractions such as Serengeti, Zanzibar beaches, Dar es Salaam and its environment and cultural diversity. These are beautiful 
scenery to explore and get inspired!  
 
The theme of this FOSS4G is “Leave no-one behind”. This is more than a wish. It is a commitment that the Local Organiser Committee 
and the Scientific Committee of the Conference have embraced to build a better future starting from today. Dar Es Salaam will be a 
small but important milestone in this path. 
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